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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Offices, 

126  London  Road, 

Boston, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Smith  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Boston  Rural  District  and  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  the  year  1954. 

During  the  year  the  health  of  the  community  has  continued  to  be 
very  satisfactory.  From  the  statistics  given  on  the  following  pages  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  estimated  mid-year  population  is  given  as  21,360 — 
an  increase  of  240  on  the  figure  for  1953.  There  has  again  been  a slight 
increase  in  the  Birth  Rate,  the  adjusted  rate  being  18.7  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  18.1  for  the  previous  year,  whilst  the  adjusted 
Death  Rate  has  decreased  from  1 1.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  1953 
to  10.2  for  1954,  In  both  cases  the  rates  compare  very  favourably  with 
those  given  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  It  is  also  very  pleasing 
to  report  that  no  deaths  occurred  from  maternal  causes. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  the  District 
shows  a considerable  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  although 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough,  153  cases 
being  notified  as  compared  with  95  in  1953. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  considerable  progress  which  has  been  made 
towards  the  completion  of  the  sewerage  schemes.  There  is  still,  however, 
considerable  strain  being  thrown  on  the  Cleansing  Department  in  attending 
to  areas  which  are  not  sewered.  The  Willoughby  Road  area  has  given 
some  trouble  caused  by  intermittent  nuisances  arising  from  overflowing 
cesspits  and  it  is  strongly  recommended  on  public  health  grounds  that 
this  area  should  be  included  in  the  Fishtoft  scheme. 

This  year  has  been  noteworthy  in  respect  of  legislation  which  has 
caused  considerable  additional  duties  to  devolve  upon  this  Department, 
namely  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  and  the  Slaughterhouses 
Act,  1954.  For  the  first  time  a statutory  standard  has  been  introduced  in 
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determining  whether  or  not  a house  is  fit  for  habitation.  Using  this 
standard,  proposals  for  dealing  with  houses  which  appear  to  the  Council 
to  be  unfit  for  habitation  are  required  to  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  The  decontrol  of  the  Meat  Industry 
has  also  drawn  heavy  meat  inspection  duties  on  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
Most  of  the  administrative  difficulties  are  caused  by  the  irregular  hours 
of  slaughtering. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1954  does  not  set  up  such 
high  standards  as  was  previously  envisaged.  In  this  respect  the  further- 
ance of  the  Clean  Food  Campaign  is  doubly  important,  for  only  with  the 
voluntary  co-operation  of  food  traders  and  handlers  can  a high  standard 
of  clean  food  be  maintained. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  convey  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  support,  and  to  acknowledge 
the  assistance  given  to  me  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  all  other 
officials  of  the  Council, 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Smith  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  SMEATON, 

August,  1955  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  84,398 

Home  Population  (Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate 

for  1954)  21,360 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . . . . . 6,960 

Estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house  3.07 
Estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  acre  . . . . .25 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  . . . . .08 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  £245 

Rateable  value  £65,721 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  District  have  remained  unchanged 
during  the  year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  (crude) 
Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  (adjusted) 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (adjusted) 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births) 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 

(a)  All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  : 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 


18.9 
18.7 

35.9 
9.9 
10.2 
Nil 

22.3 

23.1 

Nil 


14.9 

15.4 

Nil 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  the  following  comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics  both  the  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  are  given  together  with  the  rates  after  adjustment 
by  the  Comparability  Factors.  These  factors  have  been  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General,  and  are  intended  to  afford  a means  of  adjustment 
to  allow  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population 
in  different  areas.  Consequently,  the  adjusted  birth  and  death  rates 
enable  a more  accurate  comparison  to  be  made  with  the  corresponding 
rates  in  other  areas. 

It  is  also  emphasised  that  undue  significance  should  not  be  attached 
to  rates  which  are  based  on  very  small  numbers  (e.g.  infant  mortality) 
and  that  a comparison  of  such  rates  with  those  in  other  areas,  or  with 
earlier  years  may  have  little  statistical  significance. 


POPULATION  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population  for  the 
mid-year,  21,360  shows  an  increase  over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year 
which  was  21,120.  The  number  of  births  for  the  year  exceeded  the  number 
of  deaths  by  191. 

BIRTHS  : 

A total  of  403  live  births  (221  males,  182  females)  were  registered 
during  1954.  This  figure  gives  a crude  birth  rate  of  18.9  and  an  adjusted 
rate  of  18.7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  an  increase  on  the  rates  for  1953 
which  were  17.7  and  18. 1 respectively.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1954  was  15.2. 
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The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  14  (4  males,  10  females) 
which  is  3.5%  of  the  total  live  births.  The  total  illegitimate  live  births 
in  1953  was  10. 

STILL  BIRTHS  ; 

There  were  15  still  births  registered  (6  males,  9 females)  giving 
a stillbirth  rate  of  35.9  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths,  as  compared 
with  20.9  in  1953.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1954  was  23.4. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  no  deaths  under  this  heading  in  1954. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  9 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (6  males,  3 
females),  the  resulting  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  being  22.3 
as  compared  with  16.0  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1954  was  25.5. 

The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age  was  6 (4  males, 
2 females),  giving  a death  rate  of  14.9  per  1,000  live  births,  as  compared 
with  13.3  in  1953. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  : 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  District  after  deduction 
of  those  occurring  in  non-residents  and  addition  of  deaths  of  residents 
which  occurred  outside  the  District  was  212.  The  resulting  crude  death 
rate  of  9.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  the  adjusted  rate  of  10.2  show 
a decrease  on  the  corresponding  rates  for  last  year  which  were  10.7  and 
1 1 .5  respectively. 

The  figure  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1954  was  1 1.3. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1954 

No.  Cause  of  Death  Males  Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 


1 — 

7 4 

2 — 
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No. 

Cause  of  Death 

Males  Females 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 



3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

..  10 

9 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . . 

..  2 

. 

16. 

Diabetes  . . 

..  2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

..  15 

12 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

..  22 

5 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

..  4 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

..  16 

27 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

..  7 

4 

22. 

Influenza  . . .... 

1 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

. . 5 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis  . . . . 

..  4 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

— 



26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

..  2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

_ 



28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . 

. . 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

..  5 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

, , 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 

..  14 

12 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

..  2 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

I 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

, , 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

ALL  CAUSES  125  87 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES  : 

Advantage  has  again  been  taken  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council  at  Lincoln.  Samples  of  ice  cream  and 
water  have  been  regularly  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  Laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene, 
London,  have  continued  to  carry  out  chemical  examinations  of  water 
samples  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 

Samples  of  effluents  from  the  Council  Housing  Estates  sewage 
works  have  been  examined  by  the  Department’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  using 
a Field  Testing  Outfit. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE  ; 

This  service  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Holland  County 
Council  through  the  County  Transport  Department. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
SERVICES  : 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Holland  County  Council 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  : 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  provision  and 
administration  of  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  is  delegated  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

The  treatment  of  Scabies  and  similar  complaints  is  carried  out 
at  the  Health  Centre,  London  Road,  Boston,  which  is  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Council.  Further  details  of  the  number  of  cases  of  Scabies 
dealt  with  will  be  found  in  the  next  section  of  this  Report. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  the  home  nursing  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

HOSPITALS  : 

All  Hospitals  in  the  area  are  under  the  control  of  the  Boston  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Details  of  the  facilities  available  in  Boston  and  District  are  as 
follows  ; — 

Boston  General  Hospital  — Acute  General. 

London  Road  Hospital,  Boston  — Orthopaedic  and  Acute  General. 
Boston  Isolation  Hospital  and  Sanatorium  — Infectious  and  Chest 

Diseases. 

Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston  — Medical  and  Maternity. 
Woodlands  Court,  Kirton  — Aged  Sick. 

Freiston  Hall  Children’s  Hospital  — Sick  Children. 

Bargate  Physiotherapy  Centre,  Boston  — Physiotherapy. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47  — REMOVAL 
TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE 
AND  ATTENTION  : 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  the  numbers  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the 
total  number  of  deaths  : 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1954. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Chicken  Pox  . . 

166 

166 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery 

12 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

10 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fevers  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

11 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Scabies 

3 

3 

Nil 

NU 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

33 

33 

4 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

153 

153 

1 

Nil 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  reported  as  occurring 
in  the  District  during  the  year  was  393.  This  shows  a decrease  of  641 
on  the  previous  year  in  which  an  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred. 

Chicken  Pox  with  a total  of  166  cases,  and  Whooping  Cough  cases 
numbering  153  were  the  most  common  notifiable  diseases  occurring 
during  the  year.  It  is  with  pleasure  1 report  there  were  no  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  or  Diphtheria  during  1954. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  238  visits  in  connection 
with  investigation  and  control  of  infectious  diseases  and  1 1 disinfections 
were  carried  out. 


TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Cases  notified  within  the  Rural  District  come  under  the  control  of 
Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest,  Chest  Physician,  Central  Lincolnshire  Chest  Unit. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  new  cases  notified  and  deaths 
occurring  during  the  year. 
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Age 

Groups 

New  ( 

7ases 

De£ 

ths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



15—25 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35^5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

7 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES  : 

Facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  persons  requiring  treatment  continue 
to  be  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Council,  the  cost  of  such  treatments 
in  respect  of  persons  other  than  school  children  being  charged  to  the 
District  Council.  Should  medical  practitioners  request  treatment 
for  patients,  arrangements  in  force  ensure  that  details  of  notifications 
are  immediately  passed  to  the  County  Council  thus  ensuring  that  infected 
persons  receive  early  treatment. 

Three  cases  of  Scabies  were  notified  during  the  year,  treatment 
in  one  instance  being  provided  by  the  patient’s  own  doctor  whilst  the 
remaining  cases  were  treated  at  the  Health  Centre. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  : 

All  immunisation  work  within  the  District  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Holland  County  Council.  Below  are  given  details  of  the  number 
of  children  immunised  during  the  year  : 

Under  1 year  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  125 

1 and  under  5 years  . . . . . . . . . . 219 

5 — 14  years  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

346 

Number  of  Booster  Injections  ..  ..  ..  297 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  relation  to  the  child 
population  is  as  follows  : 

Under  1 year ..  ..  ..  18.0% 

1 and  under  5 years  . . . . 67.2  % 

5 — 14  years 72.0% 
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These  figures  are  more  encouraging  than  those  of  the  previous  year, 
but  there  is  still  scope  for  further  and  better  response  on  the  part  of  the 
public. 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr,  W.  R.  Beardall,  the  Council’s  Water  Engineer, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  Rural  Water  Supply, 

Statistics. 


Length  of  mains  laid  during  the  year  . . 

..  11,276  yds. 

Total  length  of  mains  in  use 

364  miles 

Domestic  consumption  of  water 

104,328,325  galls. 

Average  daily  consumption  per  house  . . 

56  galls. 

Estimated  consumption  per  person  per  day 

14.6  galls. 

Number  of  domestic  consumers 

. . 5,057 

Number  of  properties  supplied  by  meter 

..  1,574 

Particulars  of  number  of  dwellings  supplied. 

Parish 

Dwellings 

Algarkirk 

165 

Amber  Hill  . . 

136 

Bicker  . . 

241 

Benington 

156 

Brothertoft  . . 

..  122 

Butterwick 

..  151 

Fishtoft 

..  753 

Fosdyke 

132 

Frampton 

..  350 

Freiston 

..  331 

• Harts  Grounds  and  Pelhams  Lands 

25 

Kirton 

942 

Leverton 

..  187 

Old  Leake 

417 

Sutterton 

. . 335 

Swineshead  . . 

. . 548 

Wigtoft 

161 

Wrangle 

..  354 

Wyberton 

..  742 

Water  Analysis. 

19  samples  of  water  drawn  from  the  mains  at  various  points  in  the 
District  were  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  for  analysis 
to  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  & Hygiene  or  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Lincoln.  In  every  case  the  result  showed  the  water  to  be 
highly  satisfactory. 
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Representative  results  of  analyses  are  as  follows  : 

(a)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  taken  at  High  Street,  Kirton. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2 days,  37°C. 
0 per  100ml. 


(b) 


CHEMICAL  taken  at  Fishtoft  Water  Tower. 


Chemical  Characters 
Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C. 

Loss  on  ignition  (after  re-carbonating) 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

„ X 1.647= Sodium  Chloride 
Nitrites 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37°C. 

Hardness  — Total 

„ Temporary 

„ Permanent 

Poisonous  Metals  — Lead 

,,  ,,  Copper  . . 


Parts  per  1 ,000,000 
480 
15 
26 
42.8 

Not  detected 
0.3 
0.014 
0.042 
0.25 
300 
200 
100 

Not  detected 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  ON  THE 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
HOUSING. 

SUMMARY  OF  NEW  DWELLINGS  COMPLETED  DURING  1954. 


Council  Houses. 

Algarkirk  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Amber  Hill  . . . . . . 4 

Bicker  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Benington  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Fishtoft  . . . . . . 12 

Frampton  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Fosdyke  . . . . . . 4 

Freiston  . . . . . . . . 14 

Kirton  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Sutterton  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Swineshead  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Wigtoft  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Wrangle  . . . . . . 8 

Wyberton  . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 


171 

Private  Enterprise  46 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  3 


220 
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INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects. 

(Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 58 

Number  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 31 

Number  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonable  fit  for 

human  habitation  18 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  . . . . . . 16 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the 'Housing 

Act,  1936,  Section  9 . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

ACTION  UNDER  SECTION  11,  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Number  of  houses  upon  which  action  was  taken  . . 21 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  stating  that  the  premises 
would  not  again  be  used  for  human  habitation  until 
rendered  fit  in  all  respects  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Number  of  houses  which  have  been  rendered  fit  in  all 
respects  and  upon  which  the  Undertaking  previously 
accepted  has  been  cancelled  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  demolished  during  the  year  . . 6 


DRAINAGE. 

HOUSING  ESTATE  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES. 

During  the  year  the  Sewerage  scheme  serving  the  Council’s  Housing 
Estate  and  other  properties  in  the  London  Road  area  of  Wyberton, 
and  the  disposal  works  situate  at  Frampton,  were  completed.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  approximately  95%  of  the  number  of  properties  had  their 
drainage  systems  connected  to  the  main. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  this  scheme  the  Cesspool 
Emptying  Service  has  been  relieved  of  the  responsibility  of  emptying 
the  large  collecting  chamber  on  the  Estate. 

The  Council’s  Estates  at  Clifton  Road  and  Woodthorpe  Avenue, 
Fishtoft,  continue  to  be  served  by  the  collecting  chambers,  and  the 
quantity  of  effluent  required  to  be  removed  from  them  is  still  increasing. 
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Informal  samples  of  effluent  for  analysis  have  been  taken  from 
each  of  the  Council’s  eleven  sewage  disposal  plants.  In  most  cases 
the  effluents  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

All  plants  were  desludged  at  intervals  of  approximately  nine  weeks. 
The  Rivers  Board  are  now  insisting  on  the  Royal  Commission’s  standard 
for  sewage  effluents  and  this  will  mean  that  greater  attention  will  have  to 
be  paid  to  the  plants  and  it  may  mean  that  they  will  have  to  be  desludged 
at  more  frequent  intervals. 

DRAIN  TESTING. 

The  number  of  lengths  of  new  drains  tested  and  passed  during  the 
year  was  316. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  has  continued  to  average  9 days 
between  collections,  though  not  without  considerable  difficulty  at  times. 
Maintaining  this  standard  is  made  more  difficult  by  the  increasing  number 
of  houses  to  be  visited  and  the  limited  capacity  and  ageing  of  the  vehicles 
used  on  this  Service.  One  of  these  vehicles  was  first  put  into  service  in 
1945  and  the  other  three  in  1948.  Considering  the  constant  wear  and 
tear  taking  place  on  vehicles  covering  about  8-10,000  miles  per  year  it  is 
understandable  that  breakdowns  occur  and  delays  in  the  Service  ensue. 

Should  the  Council  decide  to  purchase  a new  vehicle  for  this  Service 
it  is  suggested  that  consideration  be  given  to  the  Diesel  engine,  large 
capacity  type.  With  the  cheaper  fuel  and  reduced  engine  maintenance, 
plus  the  increased  carrying  capacity  resulting  in  fewer  journeys  for  tipping 
purposes,  such  a vehicle  could  show  a saving  of  time  and  money  in  addition 
to  improving  the  Service. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of 
during  the  year  was  in  excess  of  4,000  tons. 

The  estimated  cost  of  collection  per  house  was  26/ Id.  and  the  cost 
per  house  per  collection  8|d. 

SANITARY  PAIL  EMPTYING  AND  DISPOSAL. 

This  Service  is  carried  out  by  two  cesspool  emptying  vehicles,  each 
having  a team  of  driver  and  two  assistants. 

One  of  these  vehicles,  purchased  in  1946,  has  covered  90,000  miles 
and  will  soon  have  to  be  replaced.  This  can  best  be  done  by  transferring 
a vehicle  from  the  Cesspool  Service  as  mentioned  later  in  this  report. 
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The  average  period  between  collections  is  five  days  and  over  two 
thousand  dwellings  are  served. 

Disposal  of  night  soil  thus  collected  is  effected  by  composting  in 
“Pans”  of  Straw.  The  finished  product  has  considerable  manurial  value. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  Service  per  house  was  £2  Os.  5d.,  and  the 
cost  per  house  per  collection  7fd. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

The  demand  for  this  Service  continued  to  be  heavy  and  it  was  often 
necessary  to  work  overtime  in  order  to  deal  with  the  numerous  requests 
being  received. 

In  addition  to  desludging  the  Council’s  eleven  Sewage  Disposal 
Plants  and  removing  effluent  daily  from  the  large  chambers  serving 
the  Housing  Estates  at  Fishtoft  and  Wyberton,  1,474  premises  were 
given  a free  service  and  740  premises  were  visited  on  a chargeable  basis. 
This  involved  the  removal  and  disposal  of  11,963  vehicle  loads,  or  about 
6|  million  gallons,  of  effluent. 

Since  the  1st  August,  1952,  private  and  Council  dwellings,  with 
certain  exceptions,  have  been  allowed  one  free  service  in  every  18  months. 
Instances  are  still  occurring  of  drainage  difficulties  necessitating  the 
emptying  of  cesspools  at  the  expense  of  the  occupiers  and  resulting  in 
hardship  in  some  cases.  Relief  will  be  afforded  to  some  occupiers  in 
the  Tytton  Lane  East  and  London  Road  areas  of  Wyberton  when  the 
extension  to  the  Sewerage  scheme  for  that  parish  comes  into  operation 
in  1955. 

Four  vehicles  were  in  use  on  this  Service  until  September  when  the 
completion  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Wyberton  Housing  Estate  allowed 
one  vehicle  to  be  taken  out  of  service. 

The  position  will  be  further  eased  when  the  Fishtoft  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  are  completed  in  1955.  It  is  considered  that  when  this  takes 
place  two  vehicles  will  be  sufficient  to  cope  with  the  demands  of  this 
Service.  It  is  suggested  that  of  the  two  remaining  vehicles,  one  be  kept 
in  reserve  to  assist  in  Cesspool  or  Pail  emptying  during  breakdowns  of 
other  vehicles  and  that  the  other  replaces  the  older  vehicle  on  Pail 
emptying.  The  Pail  emptying  vehicle  thus  replaced,  having  little  market 
value,  could  provide  a useful  number  of  spare  parts  for  the  other  Dennis 
vehicles. 

SALVAGE. 

A trailer  is  attached  to  each  refuse  collection  vehicle  for  the  purpose 
of  segregating  from  the  refuse,  materials  suitable  for  sale. 
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The  demand  for  paper  salvage  increased  steadily  during  the  year 
and  the  price  rose  from  £5  10s.  Od.  in  January  to  £7  Os.  Od.  in  December. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  year  re-organisation  of  collection  and  disposal 
arrangements  was  carried  out  and  in  July  a new  electric  baler  was 
purchased  at  a cost,  including  installation,  of  £249.  A remarkable 
fact  is  that  this  outlay  was  recovered  by  increased  disposals  within  five 
months  of  the  installation. 

Co-operation  of  the  employees  engaged  on  salvage  work  and  of  the 
householders  in  the  District  was  excellent  and  the  amount  of  saleable 
material  collected  showed  a substantial  increase. 

In  November  the  Council  decided  to  make  a bonus  payment  to  each 
of  the  employees  on  salvage  work  and  to  introduce  a bonus  scheme  for 
1955  in  an  effort  to  increase  still  further  the  recovery  of  salvage. 


Details  of  materials  sold  during  1954  are  as  follows  : 


Mixed  Waste  Paper 

Woollens 

Rags  . . 

Bagging 

Miscellaneous 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

..192  4 1 

2 0 
..463 
..  3 12  0 

..  10  12  0 


£ s.  d 

1226  15  7 
13  3 6 
130  2 6 
40  16  0 
81  3 1 


TOTALS 


210  17  0 £1492  0 8 


VEHICLE  MAINTENANCE. 

All  cleansing  vehicles  undergo  general  maintenance  once  a fortnight 
at  the  Council’s  Depot.  The  drivers  are  responsible  for  this  work  under 
the  supervision  of  the  maintenance  mechanic. 

During  1954  two  vehicles  were  completely  repainted  and  a further 
two  will  receive  attention  during  1955. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK. 

Number  of  Distributors  of  milk  registered  ..  ..  ..  13 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  or 

Sterilised  milk  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested 

milk 7 

ICE  CREAM. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice 

Cream  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . 48 
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Eleven  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  from  establishments  serving 
the  public  and  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Lincoln 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  number  of  samples  placed  in 
each  of  the  provisional  grades  is  shown  below. 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 

10  1 Nil  Nil 

ICE  LOLLIES. 

No  samples  of  this  commodity  were  taken. 

SHOPS  AND  FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES. 

These  include  : 

60  General  Stores 
3 Greengrocers 
13  Confectioners 
15  Butchers 

Routine  inspections  were  made  at  these  establishments. 


12  Catering  Establishments 
16  Bakers 
15  Fish  Shops 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


On  3rd  July  decontrol  of  the  meat  industry  took  place  and  the 
Local  Authority  were  required  to  license  such  suitable  slaughterhouses 
to  ensure  adequate  slaughtering  facilities  in  the  District  to  enable  the 
supply  of  meat  to  the  public  to  continue  smoothly. 

In  view  of  the  complex  situation,  the  Council  appointed  a selected 
sub-committee  to  examine  the  position  and  inspect  all  the  slaughterhouses 
in  the  District.  As  a result  of  the  inspections  it  was  decided  to  license 
six  such  premises  as  follows  : 


S.  F.  Handson,  Wrangle 
J.  Watson,  Freiston 

C.  Dawson  & Sons, 

Swineshead 


F.  Holland,  Old  Leake 
W.  Dennis  & Sons,  Ltd.,  Frampton 

J.  H.  McCartney  & Sons, 
Sutterton 


An  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  was  lodged  by  the 
occupier  of  one  slaughterhouse  where  a licence  was  refused..  At  the 
hearing  the  case  was  dismissed  on  a submission  regarding  a technical 
point  of  law.  The  occupier  submitted  a fresh  application  which  the 
Council  refused  and  the  matter  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  still  awaiting 
the  decision  of  the  Courts. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION. 


(a)  MEAT. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 
(as  notified) 

346 

2 

— 

647 

617 

1612 

Number  Inspected 

346 

2 

— 

647 

617 

1612 

All  Diseases 
except  Tuberculosis) 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 

2 

Total 
weight 
in  lbs. 
947 

Part  carcases  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

101 

Offal  condemned 

91 

— 

— 

73 

128 

1167 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

26.3% 

50% 

— 

11.59% 

21.7% 

2215 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

130 

Part  carcases 
condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

248 

Offal  condemned 

48 

— 

— 

— 

27 

1112 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

14.45% 

— 

— 

— 

4.54% 

1490 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  — 1 ton  13  cwts.  9 lbs. 
(b)  OTHER  FOODS. 


The  following  unsound  food  was  surrendered,  condemned  and 
suitably  disposed  of : 

1 41b.  tin  of  Luncheon  Meat. 

I 12oz.  tin  of  Corned  Beef. 

70|lbs.  of  Beef.  (Before  decontrol). 

In  order  to  attain  a 100%  inspection  of  meat  a considerable  amount 
of  additional  work  and  travelling  has  been  necessary.  As  slaughtering 
is  usually  carried  out  in  the  evening,  the  Inspectors  have  frequently 
been  on  duty  as  early  as  6.30  a.m.,  and  as  late  as  10.30  p.m. 

Generally  the  quality  of  meat  examined  was  of  a high  grade. 
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COUNTY  OF  HOLLAND  CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Clean  Food  Campaign  continues  but  the  number  of  visits  to 
premises  by  the  Inspectors  has  been  severely  curtailed  due  to  other 
urgent  duties. 

New  regulations  in  respect  of  food  premises  are  expected  in  1955 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1954. 

Clean  Food  Certificates  are  held  by  the  following  : — 


General  Stores  . . . . . . 24 

Confectioners  . . . . . . 1 

Bakers  . . . . . . . . 5 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . 3 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . 6 

Catering  Establishments  . . . . 3 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

One  factory  in  the  District  operates  as  a Knacker’s  Yard.  Animal 
matter  is  processed  into  fats  and  artificial  manures.  The  machinery 
in  use  and  method  of  working  is  satisfactory  and  every  effort  is  made  by 
the  management  to  prevent  a nuisance  being  caused. 

During  the  year  Model  Byelaws  were  introduced  by  the  Ministry 
and  accepted  for  adoption  by  the  Council. 

MEASURES  AGAINST  PEST  INFESTATION. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Rodent  Operator  is  kept  busy  and  is  producing  good  results. 
During  the  year  he  made  2228  surveys  and  when  his  investigations 
revealed  the  existence  of  a serious  nuisance  further  inspections  were 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

It  has  been  necessary  at  times  to  write  to  threshing  contractors 
and  certain  farmers  regarding  non-compliance  with  the  requirements  of 


the  threshing  and  dismantling  of  ricks. 

Number  of  areas  treated  by  : 

(a)  Poisoning  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  212 

(b)  Gassing  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  premises  treated  on  a chargeable  basis  . . 13 

Number  of  premises  given  free  service  . . . . . . 199 

OTHER  PESTS  AND  VERMIN. 


Minor  infestations  of  Ants  and  Fleas  were  satisfactorily  dealt 
with  and  an  infestation  of  Crickets  on  the  Bicker  Refuse  Tip  was  cleared 
by  the  use  of  Gammexane  dressings. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Number  of  Moveable  Dwellings  licensed  : 


Caravans  . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 

Converted  buses  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Sheds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  vans  on  the  Council  Site  . . . . . . 19 

Licensed  sites  for  caravanners  . . . . . . . . 1 


The  Council’s  Site  serves  a useful  purpose.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  year  it  was  decided  to  close  a portion  of  this  site  but  to  retain  the 
remaining  portion  for  the  use  of  caravans. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT 
AND  CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  appointed  Petroleum  Officer 
under  the  Petroleum  Regulations. 

The  number  of  installations  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  as  follows  : 


PETROLEUM  SPIRIT. 

Below  500  gallons  . . . , . . 53 

500  to  1000  gallons  . . . . . . 136 

Over  1 000  gallons  . . . . . . 20 

CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM 

Below  8f  cwts.  . . . . . . 2 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


The  following  tables  show  the  inspections  made  and  defects  found 
at  factories  in  the  District  during  1954. 

Table  1 . INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . . 

8 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

63 

13 

1 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

71 

14 

I 

Nil 
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Table  2. 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Nur 

nber  of  case 
we 

s in  which  defects 
re  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Refer 

red 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : . . 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(excluding  Outworkers’ 

premises) 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Total 

5 

2 

Nil 

3 

MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE  — Section  34. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  appointed  Officer  for  carrying 
out  inspections  at  factories  which  come  within  the  scope  of  this  section. 

OUTWORKERS’  PREMISES. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  outwork  is  undertaken  in  the  District. 


V 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  CARRIED 
OUT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS,  ADDITIONAL 
TO  THOSE  MENTIONED  ELSEWHERE  IN  THIS  REPORT. 


Housing  Acts  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  431 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  31 

Housing  General  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Moveable  Dwellings  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  176 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  . . . . . . . . 249 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 829 

Sewage  Sampling  . . , . . . . . . . . . . . lo 

Dyke  Pollution  and  overflowing  Cesspools  . . . . . . . . 145 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Insect  Pests  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Provision  of  Refuse  Bins  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Control  of  Refuse  Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . 223 

Public  Cleansing  Services  . . . . . . . . . . 734 

Slaughter  Houses  . . . . , , . . . . . . . . 247 

Food  Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  107 

Meat  Inspection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 386 

Petroleum  Storage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . 86 
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